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A Little Of This/A Little Of That
By Daniel Klawitter
Every person you meet
is a chemical blend
of dust and divinity,
virtue and sin.
Each of us is a Gemini,
each of us a twin.
And who knows which one
will win in the end?
But most of us at least pretend
to live somewhere in
the middle:
as walking riddles,
puzzles with legs.
At times,
hanging naked and ashamed
on crosses of our own design,
we try to find
the inner seed of discontent
and evict the unwelcome resident
that resides within.
But do not forsake entirely
the moist part of your battered heart
as you try to tame the beast.
Rather, savor it like a feast
and wear it gently on the sleeve
of your clothes.
For everyone knows
that a rose in shit
is still a rose.
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Daniel Klawitter bio: Among other things, Daniel is the lead singer/lyricist for the indie rock band
Mining for Rain, and for many years has been a respected community activist and organizer in the labor
movement. Since 2007, over 100 of his poems have been published in literary journals and magazines in
Australia, the UK, and the United States, including: Blue Collar Review, Colorado Life Magazine, Journal
of South Texas English Studies, The Penwood Review, Shot Glass Journal, and Wayfarer: a journal of
contemplative literature. He has a BA in Religion Studies with a minor in Theater Arts from the College of
Santa Fe in New Mexico and a Master of Divinity degree with a justice and peace studies concentration
from the Iliff School of Theology in Denver. His first full-length poetry collection, A Poet Playing Doctor,
was published in the fall of 2015 by White Violet Press/Kelsay Books. To learn more (and to see a music
video from his band), please visit: http://about.me/dklawitter
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